Coastal & Marine

International Office
PO, Bax 11232, 2301 EE
Leiden, The Metherlands

To the attention adf: Ted : 43171507 250

nr. Paulines Rlvero Baute, Presidente del Gobierno de las Islas Canarias

Fan: +31. 715134005
Chiam bier of Commence: 4447714
whidwLELCC, et

Mr. José Mliguel Péver Garcia, Consejero de Medio Ambiente de las lslas Mikoe Mannaart

Caanaria

Directar General
E-rnall; m.marnaart @eucc. mat

Subject: Support to the implementation of the Deposit System in
Canary Islands, Spain

Leichen, 16" April 2013

Dear Mr, Pauling Fivers Baute and Mr. José Miguel Péres Garcia,

The Coastal & Marine Unian [EUCC) [www.eucc.net] i an association with 2700 members in 40 countries, bath
particulars and organlzations/institutions. Founded in 198% with the aim of promoting a European approach to
coastal co nservation by bridging the gap between scientists, environmentalists, site managers, planners and policy
miakers, it has growm since: then into the Brgest network of coastal and marine practitioners and experts in Ewrope
and nelgh bouring area , with 14 Mational Branches. and offices in seven counirles. ELICC's milssion is o prosriote
coastal and marine management that integrates bi odiversity conservation with those forms of development that
susstadn the Integrity of landscapes, the euliural herltage and the sacial fabrie of our zoast.

A1 & Ewroniaan Undon leval ELCC i memibser af the 1ICZM Expert Growp and imtegrates both the Marine Strategy

Framework Directive [MSFD) Underwater Moise and Marine Litter Technical Subgroups, which hasve been seg-up o
provide guidance and recommend ations 1o the MSFD-Good Environmental Status {GES) Working Graup in respect o
thess twoe descriptors. At the Regional Seas level, EVCE has been following and contributing to the wiark as observer
of the OSPAR and HELCOM Corventions, and UNEP MAP partner as well as followin g closely the Black Sea
develnpments, ELICC is furthesmore invalved in @ number of key EL projects related to marine litber 1 Weare
therefore working an different strateghc fronts and abile to bridge and facilitate synergies between warious initiatives.

It I from this position that we would Nke to coll pour attention to the issue of maring tter ond its relatiom to
production, comsumption and waste monegemend proctices, fn particular, beveroge contoiners,

felarine litter is a subject of Increasing concern which originates from various land- and sea-based saurces. |tis a
complex and challenging problem, which stems from the prevalling prochction and consumiption patterns, and from
hiow we deal with wasle.

Maring litter Is a problem in all ELY marine waters. Absolute quantities and the types of debris vary considerably
within and mast probably between regions. Howeser, there is dear evidence that plastics are by far the most
abundant type of debris in terms of number of items |Eurepean Commission 2010). As & material ty pe, plastics debris
consists of a wide range of iterms with diverse sources fram which an important section are food and beverage
prackaging as well as cap lhds.

(FHEP estimates that 25% of the marine litter present at the Mediterranean Sea are beverage contalners and that 52
3% of lintering in the Mediterranean See cormes from baaches and coasts as well as from recreational activities. A

U FP7 Science in Sockoty project MARLISCO (2042-3005), thie Pilot Project Flastic Recyding Cyeke and Marine Emdronmeental Imgact [7017],
B ELJ Maring Litter Rocoweny Project: Fishing for Litker [M&RLITT) ased the FET CLEANSES, In the Methedands, EUCE s oarrently
irmplemanting a programme of remoyal of ghost feets associaied to wrecks inthe Borth Sea
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recent study by the European Unior’ on the four European Reglonal Seas focused on Barcelona [Spaim) as pilot
project in the Mediterranean amd based on surveys Calculated that 950% of marine litter iterns found on beachses are
sin gle-use/short-life items; 46% ks packaging, and 5% "use® iterms. Ir the Horth East Atlantic OSPAR estimates
plastics as the material representing 75% of marine litter and an average of 28% of Items belng packaging. Thi's
mmibers give on fmdicetior ai hows araent Jt is to prevent beverege contoirers of relemse to the ervironment,

Marine Litler poses serious negotive impects on the ecosystem and thelr inhobitapts: Every year abaut 100,000
mammals | e.g. sea turtles] appear dead bec ause of plastics. Worldwide about 1 million sea birds die because of
plastics. Plastics are extremely durable matarals and are likely to pessist In the marine environment for a
camsideral le period, even for thousands of wears, However, plastics deteriorate and fragment in the emwironment as
a corsegueEnce of esposwre to sunlight (phote-degradation) in addition ta phrysical amd chemical deterioration, which
is likely to result in memeraus ting plastic fragments called mioro-plastics, The impact of micro-plastics on marine
ecosystems and Its entry inta the feod chaim are nowadays of concern and sebject of a good mumber of scientific
studies.

There are mat only ecological negatl ve consequences, but also negabdve impocts for umons and ecoroemic demages
for the fishery sector and for coastal municdpalities. United Kingdom spends: each year <18 million € on beach
cleaning with an ncreasing trend of 37% in the last 10 years. The Negherland § and Be=lguim spent abost 10,4 mill
€fwear to this end, Barine litter also impacts navigation, KIMIO and UMEFP estimate that In 1998 there were 200
resoEs dus to danﬁage ﬂfprﬂp:"eu by maring litter with a cost ranking from S00.00 to 1.5 million Euras a year,
Regarding Fisheries, as an emample, the Scottish fisheres feat allocates 11,7 1o 13 millian € bo repair damages by
rarine litter, representing 5% of their income,

v Spain, every doy abowt 51 million beverege comtelners ore gutted n the markel. Daly 35 % ore recycled by the
current sprtem {Container Armarillol. 28 mill ion of cantainers inish in the waste dumps o incneration plants ar in
citi es, landscapes or beachas and finally the sea, For four milBon beverage contalners, the final destination |s just mot
known., Deposit Systems all over the world Rave proof returm rates from 8% wp o 98 %, That means recycling of the
material, snormaus reduction of C0F emissions and of the megative impact for our coasts and oceans.

Conary Istand hes almost 1600 km of putstanding coastline |ndwding sensitive ecosystems reguiring conserwrtion,
Camary Islamds is ar internationally recognized hatspot of biodiversity, That means, Canarian politicians have @ big
responsibility bo protect thesa unlgue ecosystems.,

Canary Island is currently in the excellent position to include the SDOR spsioem into the pew Waste Legitlrtion and
be the picnster regian in Spain by implementing the system. Hopefullly, the innplementation in Canary Islands will be
fodbowed by a nathenal wide Implem entation of the SDOR in Spain.

The Coastal & Merine Unlea [EUCC) would wery much welcome the implementation of a Redorn and Deposit
Spstems om Capary Islonds and h Gaperniment of the Canany Islands follows the petition of the Canary Kland
Parliament and gets the process started.

Wikh kind regards, |

oot Prajeci= Fatlic recyeiing oo aod meerine environmeatal kmpect — Cone stockes an Hie ploshc cpcle and #s lnopdoles b the four
Soropean region seas (2012)
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